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Chapter House Renovation Complete, 
But Our Work Is Not Done

More Than $1.5 Million Needed to Reach Fundraising Goal

It’s a very exciting time at Gamma-Rho Zeta! 
The actives moved into the new Chapter 

House—completely renovated on the inside and 
many improvements on the outside—on August 
14; they are thrilled with the new facility. 

Improvements to the house:
•	 New wiring, plumbing and an asbestos-free 

house  
•	 Reconfigured rooms and added space in the 

area above Mom Roberts’ carport  
•	 New kitchen  cabinets
•	 The two south rooms in the basement have 

been joined together to create a large all-
purpose room  

•	 New roof
•	 New windows throughout the entire house
•	 The landscape has been completely replaced, 

along with the sod
•	 A new basketball court
•	 A new entry into the living room from the 

basketball court
•	 An eight-foot fence is scheduled to be in-

stalled around the south and west sides of the 
basketball court 

•	 The house is now handicapped-accessible 
(required) with a suite designed for members 
with disabilities

•	 Additional space was available when the 
north stairway was removed, allowing the 
washer/dryer room to accommodate four 
new washers and five new dryers  

•	 The second and third floors were reconfig-
ured and all new furniture has been purchased 

•	 The dining room has new tables and chairs  
•	 The living rooms have the same furniture; 

however, the furniture has been restored
  
The cost of our renovation totals $3 million. The 
loan amount is $2.6 million. Total pledges written 
from the Lambda Chi brothers is $l,420,064. 
Unfortunately, participation is under 15%. 

We tremendously appreciate the brothers who 
have committed to help pay for the new house. 
In addition, there were many who recognized 
the need and increased their original pledge 
amount.  We desperately need others to join this 
campaign. The house is beautifully completed, 
but we have a large monthly loan payment. 
Currently, the active brothers are carrying the 
load on this project. They pledged $190,000 and 
are paying $l9,000 per semester for five years.

Many of you have shared how Lambda Chi 
influenced your life, how appreciative you are of 
the opportunity to be a part of the fraternity, and 
talked of the lifelong friends that were made.   Let’s 
join together to provide that same experience 
for young men today and for years to come.  

A cookout for the members and their parents, 
along with recruits and their parents, was held 
August 16. There were many compliments on 
the house. Hopefully, with the updated structure, 
there will be many young men interested in 
joining Lambda Chi and living in the new 
environment. 

Included in the Gamma Rover you will find 
a capital campaign pledge form and return 
envelope.  Please note the left side of the pledge 
form is for non-tax-deductible donations of any 
size and the right side of the pledge form is tax-
deductible gifts totaling $10,000 or more. Please 
note the “Make Checks Payable To” at the 
bottom of each side, so that your check is made 
payable to the correct account.

We ask that you make a one-time donation 
or a pledge over a five-year period. Donors 
who make a gift of $2,500 or more will be 
recognized on a prominently displayed plaque in 
the Chapter House. Take a look at our donor list  
 

on pages 2-3 to decide on which giving level you 
want your name to appear.  

Mom Carol Roberts has served the Chapter for 
more than 20 years. The Carol Roberts Society 
requires a gift of $1,000 or more; gifts can be 
paid upfront or in $200 installments for five 
years. These donors will also be included in 
campaign materials and on a plaque displayed 
in the new Chapter House.   

Also, be sure to save the date for Saturday, 
October 26, and join us for the grand reopening 
of the Lambda Chi Alpha Chapter House. We 
look forward to seeing you there!

In Z.A.X.,
Don N. Sherman, GR 374 
Campaign Co-Chairman

Raj K. Patel, GR 1120
Campaign Co-Chairman 

James R. Jones, GR 490
Honorary Campaign Chairman



The Loyd E. Harris Society
($100,000 and Above)
Gamma‑Rho
	 Undergraduate Chapter
Don N. Sherman, GR 374
Raj Patel, GR 1120
David J. Magstadt, GR 1168

The Alfred P. Murrah Society
($50,000 to $99,999)
Matthew S. Porter, GR 1615

The Thomas S. Winton Society
($25,000 to $49,999)
Ronald C. Elkins, M.D., GR 393
Conrad J. Masterson Jr., GR 581
Truman C. Edminster, GR 855
	  In memory of
	  David C. Cameron, GR 874
Philip E. Lewis, GR 881
E. Cary Williams, GR 1145
Carrie Lou and 
	 Jim L. Draper, GR 1421
	 In memory of
	 Garrett Draper, GR 1310 
Chris H. Lloyd, GR 1550
Mike Dicus Memorial Room
	 Chris J. Minton, GR 1406
	 Travis J. Carter, GR 1422
	 Dr. Kevin M. Hook, GR 1427
	 David L. Willis, GR 1431
	 Timothy D. Clay, GR 1466
	 Darren D. Loftiss, GR 1486
	 Scott P. Mabrey, GR 1498

The David C. Cameron Society
($15,000 to $24,999)
Austin H. Bell, GR 334
Peter K. Wert, GR 487
James R. Jones, GR 490
Robert S. Stewart, GR 816
Sam E. Taylor Jr., GR 908
	  In honor of
	  David C. Cameron, GR 874
Dennis C. Cameron, GR 1043
W. Scott Winton, GR 1148
Cary P. Marshall, GR 1159

The Garrett L. Draper Society
($10,000 to $14,999)
Byron J. Bailey, M.D., GR 351
Owen W. Lafferty, GR 437
Michael G. McCafferty, GR 446
Ann and Jim Dicus, GR 537
	  In memory of
	  Mike Dicus, GR 1430
Richard W. Petticrew, GR 566
Jerry J. Ransom, GR 612
John N. Goodman, GR 642
Hal Cook, GR 657
	  In memory of
	  Doug Conn, GR 659
Charles L. Tefertiller, GR 765
W. James McCarthy III, GR 794
	  In memory of
	  Judd Oualline, GR 822,
	  David Cameron, GR 874 and
	  Max Cameron, GR 2239
Andrew R. Turner, GR 877
Martin G. Howerton, GR 933
W. Ben Malone II, GR 953
Russell S. Gibbs, GR 968
Rick K. Mitchell, GR 994
Caryl and Dan L. Parsons, GR 1094
Matt W. Hamilton, GR 1168
Marty G. Cain, GR 1220
Craig Purser, GR 1268
Dr. Rennie Barnes, GR 1535
R. Craig Parrish Jr., GR 1541
Mark J. Revels, GR 1563
Jason B. Willeford, GR 1720
Dr. Rodney N. Alles Jr., GR 1753
Brian G. Moddelmog, GR 1803

The James C. Benson Society
($5,000 to $9,999)
Williams R. Savage, GR 257
David A. Kindig, GR 259
George E. Orr, GR 295
Billy J. Matter, GR 358
O. Maurice Joy, GR 447
Richard B. Holcomb, GR 448
John W. Beck, GR 449
Thomas O. Bush, GR 451
Jerry D. Hagan, GR 459
E. T. Laird, GR 468
Robert M. Canfield, GR 876

Steven L. Wilde, GR 887
Kenneth A. Applegate, GR 926
David B. Galbraith, GR 942
Montgomery W. Moore, GR 956
Fred G. McKenzie Jr., GR 963
Greg A. Vlahos, GR 972
Steven R. Scott, GR 1017
Timothy A. Heefner, GR 1467
C. Michael Bitsche, GR 1499
William B. Wynn IV, DDS, GR 1530
Rennie R. Cook, GR 1547
Trevor J. Tullius, GR 1905
Blake T. Rambo, GR 1971
Courtney A. Jeske, GK 1372

The 904 College Society
(Up to $4,999)
In memory of
Max Cameron, GR 2239
	 Helen Bailey
	 The Barb and Shoppell Families
	 Jack, Beverly, and Holden Barnes
	 Bruce and Nancy Barton
	 The Collins Family
	 Ed and Julie Culver
	 The family of
	 William E. Dakil, GR 2304
	 Gary, Paula, and Kyle Dennis
	 The Dunbar Family
	 Jeff, Patti, Kevin, and
	    Teresa Fanning
	 David, Janis, and Christy Ferguson
	 Brandon D. Finkhouse, GR 2183
	 Marvin and Dorothy Fisbeck
	 Cherry L. Fisher
	 Norman P. Fisher
	 Martha Fritz
	 GableGotwals Law Firm
	 Ann Gass
	 David and Emily Goodfellow
	 The Hammond Family
	 Blair and Ruth Ann Harp
	 Ryan Harpster
	 Daniel Hart, GR 2213
	 Richard and Lisa Hart
	 Brian and Diane Henderson
	 Sheridan M. Jones
	 Jay Joyce
	 Margaret L. Kaiser

	
	 Chad Kennard, GR 2236
	 Kevin and Julia Klammer
	 Keith and Jane Kleid
	 The Laptad Family
	 Maureen Lawler
	 Hunter and Mary Lu Layton
	 Mark J. Marra
	 Kenneth E. Masters
	 Fred and Anne Matthews
	 Judy K. McMillan
	 Tyler F. Merchant, GR 2066
	 Brad and Susan Metzger
	 Joe and Nancy Miller
	 The Nash Family
	    Michael Nash, GR 2253
		   Matt Nash, GR 2306
	 Pediatric and 
		   Adolescent Care, LLC
	 Stephen and Sarah Poleman
	 Ross Powell, GR 2216
	 Jackie Price and Family
	 Chris and Brian Ray and Family
	 Jerry and Barbara Reeves
	 Lance Reid
	 Kent and Jeanette Rice
	 Hannah Scalet and Family
	 Richard and Carol Spears
	 Neal J. Sperry 
	    and Renee DeMoss
	 John and Karen Stanford
	 Mackie Sutton

We are deeply grateful to the 292 donors listed below for committing $1,420,064 to the Building on Our Tradition of Excellence capital 
campaign. This generosity demonstrates that these individuals recognize the importance of ensuring the future of the Gamma-Rho Zeta. 

Commitments are still needed from our alumni to achieve our goal and complete this major project. If an error has been made in recording your gift, 
we sincerely apologize. Please notify our campaign coordinator at (785) 843-1661.

Thank You, Loyal Donors

Lambda Chi Alpha

Building on Our Tradition of Excellence

Page 2

Campaign Status 
At-a-Glance

As of September 17, 2013

Goal: $3 Million

Total Raised:
$1,420,064

Number of Contributors: 
292
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The Campaign for Gamma-Rho

Carol Roberts Society
($1,000 gifts)
In honor of
Carol Roberts
	 James P. Bohanan, GR 1092
	 Robert T. Elmburg, GR 1414
	 Dr. Kevin M. Hook, GR 1427
	 Jimmy Anderson, GR 1750
	 Zach Punnett, GR 1895
	 John M. Krattiger, GR 2094
	 Cody Moorse, GR 2111
	 Brian M. Russell, GR 2158

	 Trip and Linda Swain
	 Thomas L. Vogt, GR 964
	 Patrick Westerheide, GR 2164
	 Dale and Sarah Williams
	 Gaylan and Pamela Yates
	 The Family of
	    William R. Yeary, GR 2131,
	    Scott H. Yarberry, GR 875
Sandy and Michael Bass
	  In memory of
	  David Cameron, GR 874 and
	  Max Cameron, GR 2239
Rains Family Gift
	  Thomas Rains, GR 514
	  Rusty Rains, GR 1221
	  In memory of
	  Grant Terry Todd, GR 1180
Sidney M. Groom, GR 199
	  In memory of
	  James H. Cooley, GR 208
Courtland M. Moore, GR 202
Carroll T. Deal, GR 234
	  In memory of
	  H. Lawrence Cook, GR 255
	  In honor of
	  Hugh “Bob” Bumpas, GR 246
Roy V. Bynum, GR 235
Thomas R. Wiggins, GR 244
Douglas H. Trowbridge, GR 247
Maurice G. Duncan, GR 250
	  In memory of
	  Joe E. Burke, GR 286
Daniel J. Fioroni, GR 287
Thane W. Hatcher, GR 288
Jim L. Litton, GR 290
Kenneth B. Orr, GR 311
Thomas E. Pafford, GR 312
Dr. Joseph A. Cook, GR 356
Ronald G. Maples, GR 357
	  In memory of
	  Judy Groh Maples
Pepper Haraway, GR 368
Richard C. Geis, GR 395
	 In honor of
	 Mrs. Mary O’Connor
Dr. Samuel H. Clarke Jr., GR 397
Dr. Gene Stephenson, GR 399
John L. Wooley, GR 407
John T. Van Loon, GR 410
Larry E. Kerr, GR 417
James W. Denton, GR 418
T. Mike Seikel Jr., GR 430
Joe R. Moore, GR 431
Barry M. Hudson, GR 470
Jim C. Bass, GR 472
Robert M. Nerem, GR 474
David H. Glenn, GR 476
James E. Mills, GR 489
William F. Frensley, GR 492

Ronald Sheffield, GR 515
Charles M. Evans, GR 532
Richard C. Cooper, GR 534
Allen Harris, GR 541
Charles F. Hull, GR 546
William W. Hutchinson, GR 553
	  In memory of
	  Mrs. JC Bethshares
Jack P. Gatewood, GR 560
Thomas C. McKee, GR 563
James Derryberry, GR 564
T. Michael Weaver, GR 568
	  In honor of
	  John M. Weaver, GR 1435
John R. Reid, GR 574
	  In honor of
	  Scott E. Reid, GR 1266
Roger C. Clapp, GR 580
G. Michael Lewis, GR 588
James K. Howard, GR 591
	  In memory of
	  Roy D. Sikkink, GR 623
E. Mike McDanel, GR 592
Virgil “Bill” Stone, GR 593
William E. Pitts, GR 603
Burgess H. Shriver, GR 604
	  In memory of
	  Jack D. Shannon, GR 601
Joe M. Nunnery, GR 608
G. David Ramsey, GR 615
Donald W. Henline, GR 616
Dr. Dean K. White, GR 619
Fred R. Fleetwood, GR 621
James R. Robinson, GR 626
Charlie Snider, GR 627
	  In memory of
	  Jerry Benson, GR 620 and
	  Roy Sikkink, GR 623
W. Clark Gilpin, GR 633
Jim R. Dodd, GR 636
O. Michael Collins, GR 638
Michael R. Harkey, M.D., GR 648
James N. Gibson, GR 662
	  In memory of
	  Doug Conn, GR 659
John A. Wright, D.D.S., GR 666
	  In memory of
	  Jerry Benson, GR 620,
	  Roy Sikkink, GR 623, and
	  Doug Conn, GR 659
Dale A. Stevens, GR 667
	  In memory of
	  Bill Hodde, GR 589
Noah H. Ewing, GR 683
	  In honor of
	  Stephen P. Friot, GR 697
Robert L. Gamble, GR 698
Dan Bales, GR 774
Samuel M. Griffin, GR 788

Rick Melton, GR 796
Ronald T. Huggard, GR 797
William G. Conyers, GR 798
	  In honor of
	  John Conyers, AO 1921
Gary L. Wightman, GR 832
	  In memory of
	  David Cameron, GR 874
Peter L. Riley, GR 838
James O. Wood III, GR 864
Stephen W. Graeber, GR 891
	  In memory of
	  Park McCalley, GR 951
Steve H. Rugeley, GR 895
	  In memory of
	  David Cameron, GR 874 and
	  Max Cameron, GR 2239
Gary T. Gagnon, GR 903
Bill Kyle Jr., GR 904
	  In memory of
	  Rob Rodgers, GR 906
David M. Mahvi, GR 910
	  In memory of
	  Rob Rodgers, GR 906
Louis M. Medina, GR 911
Vance C. Gilmore, GR 921
	  In honor of
	  Rick Greene, GR 914
David H. White, GR 941
Rick E. Romano, GR 947
William Craig, GR 957
Steven W. Hermen, GR 969
Douglas C. Sandridge, GR 971
Gregory A. Krall, GR 975
John J. Ferrell, GR 978
Randy Cone, GR 985
Jeffrey F. Hermen, GR 992
Mark B. Ford, GR 997
Larry R. Rodgers, GR 1006
	  In memory of
	  Rob Rodgers, GR 906
Mark A. Langenberg, GR 1012
George W. Mahoney, GR 1036
L. Alan Tiedeman, GR 1078
Michael A. Struffolino, GR 1117
Dr. Eddie James, GR 1129
Randy Savage, GR 1132
Eric W. Olivo, GR 1133
Brad M. Ellis, GR 1136
D. Oliran Johnson, GR 1140
Thomas M. Osborn, GR 1143
	  In memory of
	  David Mustain, GR 1130
Thomas W. Samaras, GR 1144
Jay M. Williamson, GR 1167
Tim S. Holt, GR 1173
John G. Camp, GR 1182
Tim Rasnic, GR 1183
Todd R. Schlosser, GR 1186

Gregory S. Hill, GR 1196
Steven “Kai” Harrison, GR 1225
Greg N. Tomlinson, GR 1226
	  In memory of
	  Garret L. Draper, GR 1310
Bryan B. Brooks, GR 1228
Taylor T. Foreman, GR 1271
Brain M. Ringer, GR 1296
C. Bryan Pettigrew, GR 1340
Scott S. Fish, GR 1342
Barry T. Feuerborn, GR 1349
Todd R. Neaves, GR 1350
Robert S. Patton, GR 1351
Greg S. Diehl, GR 1362
Scott A. Wenaas, GR 1372
Mark T. Thompson, GR 1374
Jonathan D. Holt, GR 1394
Will Staedke, GR 1402
Christopher J. Kopecky, GR 1440
Trent N. Neaves, GR 1468
	  In memory of
	  Jim Benson, GR 1464
Jon T. Hayes, GR 1497
Edward W. Eckart, GR 1503
W. Brad Kruse, GR 1536
Ryan M. Smith, GR 1575
Adam P. Clinton, GR 1582
Jay A. Eshelman, GR 1647
Dr. Stephen D. Confer, GR 1665
Scott C. Weatherholt, GR 1700
Brad Ruttman, GR 1703
Chad D. Hamilton, GR 1707
Joey S. Stauffer, GR 1757
Michael D. Horton, GR 1775
Keth A. Anderson, GR 1798
Daniel J. Broadfoot, GR 1885
Matthew B. McCoy, GR 1892
Rodger M. Lalli, GR 1894
Trey Cooper, GR 1902
John D. Wadley, GR 1908
Wesley K. Anderson, GR 1958
M. Scott McCoy, GR 1966
Adam M. Doty, GR 2064	  
Jeffrey M. Ragan, GR 2112
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Four-Man Room Dining Room Chapter Room

Formal Living Room Back Entrance Fireplace in the Den

Going through recruitment can be an 
incredibly overwhelming process, 

especially if you aren’t particularly 
outgoing. Matt Porter, GR 1615, 
was quiet and reserved when he 
started school at the University of 
Oklahoma, and he joined Lambda 
Chi Alpha in an effort to help him 
break out of his shell. He ended up 
gaining not only confidence, but 
also some of the best friends of his 
life. “I joined because I had several 
friends that were members. I was 
timid coming into college and knew 
that they were a lot like me. When I was around 
them I became very comfortable. I didn’t give 
consideration to other chapters. I made my best 
lifelong friends through the Fraternity.”

Matt knew he wanted to give back to the 
organization that had given him so much, and 

the Building on Our Tradition of Excellence 
campaign was the perfect way to do so. “I want to 

give the same opportunities that I had 
to future generations.” He also 
recognizes that Gamma-Rho Zeta’s 
facility was in desperate need of 
improvement. “I just remember 
how bad of shape the house was in 
when I was there. If they needed it 
then, they definitely need it now, 
and I knew they could use the help.”

Matt encourages brothers to get 
involved with the campaign, 

reminding them that every little bit helps. “I 
understand people are busy and finances are 
tight, but it doesn’t take a huge commitment 
over several years if we can get enough guys 
to get us across the finish line.” 

Even though Matt and his family live in 

Houston, he still makes an effort to stay 
connected with his brothers and the fraternity 
in whatever way he can, whether it’s football 
games or on Facebook. “It’s important,” he 
said. “I understand life gets busy, but we need 
to take the opportunity to be deliberate and set 
time aside for our brothers. The experience we 
had and the friendships we made are worth it.”

Matt is the CFO for Xtreme Drilling and Coil 
Service, an innovative oil and gas drilling 
company. He helps the company manage 
finance and accounting functions, investor 
relations, capital markets, and helps to set 
strategy for the business. He and his wife, 
Olivia, have two sons, whom he hopes will be 
future Gamma-Rho Zeta members someday. 
In his free time he enjoys spending time 
with family, going to concerts, and attending 
sporting events. You can contact him at matt.
porter@xtremecoil.com.

Brother Encourages Alumni Support
Matt Porter, GR 1615, Gives Back to Lambda Chi Alpha
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The Lambda Chi Alpha Chapter at the 
University of Oklahoma is remaining the 

light of the fraternity world as the fall semester 
starts. With a brand new house and a great fall 
associate class, the men of Gamma-Rho Zeta 
are very excited to set the bar on what being a 
Lambda Chi means. 

Undergraduates 
Excel Academically
Last spring, our freshman class ranked fourth 
in academics with a 3.05 GPA; as a Chapter we 
placed third with a cumulative GPA of 3.17.  
We’re so excited to see how the freshman class 
develops and to mold the incoming men into a 
group that understands and practices our values. 

Lambda Chi Leadership
The upperclassmen of our Chapter are continuing 
to uphold the values of Lambda Chi in all 
that they do. Our leadership on campus shines 
brighter than ever as members of Lambda Chi 
hold key offices across campus. We currently 
hold the offices of OU IFC president, CAC 
chair, student body president, College Bowl 
chair, Big Event chair, OU Cousins student 

director, Camp Crimson orientation guide and 
operations staff, and many more positions that 
elevate us above every other fraternity. 

Philanthropic Efforts
We are planning to hold our philanthropic 
basketball tournament, Swishes for Wishes, later 
this fall semester. Garrett Sutton, GR 2483, 
has taken the lead and already started with this 
year’s programming. 

Renovation a Success
Finally, the house renovation is fantastic; the 
grand opening is October 26, during Homecoming 
weekend. We are very appreciative to all alumni 
whom have donated, and we are confident 
this will put us even further above the other 
Chapters on campus. We encourage alumni to 
tour the completed renovations and hope this 
will create excitement in reconnecting alumni 
with Gamma-Rho Zeta. 
	
In Z.A.X.,
Ray Wolber, GR 2467
High Alpha
ray@ou.edu

Lambda Chi Excels at the 
University of Oklahoma

Gamma-Rho Zeta Leads Campus

OU Office of Leadership Development 
and Volunteerism.

OU football LCA brothers Brandon Kitchens, 
GR 2493, and Seth Carter, GR 2413.

Brothers participate in 
OU Global Brigades in Ghana.

Chapter 
Officers

High Alpha
Ray Wolber, GR 2467

ray@ou.edu
(918)-313-6606

High Beta
Ben Laptad, GR 2424

 
High Theta

Garrett Sutton, GR 2483
 

High Gamma
Kyle Ferguson, GR 2495

 
High Tau

Forrest Pinkerton, GR 2500
 

High Delta
Preston Patterson, GR 2520

prestonpatterson@ou.edu
(405)-550-3084

High Epsilon
Matt Knies, GR 2486

 
High Iota

Michael Rudkins, GR 2482
 

High Sigma
Will Saint, GR 2472

 
Co-High Kappa

Jimmy Kaczmarek, GR 2430

Co-High Kappa
Ryan Shoemaker, GR 2552

High Rho
Nik Patel, GR 2512

 
High Phi

Ross Woodard, GR 2475
 

Exective Committee 
Sam Ornell, GR 2474

Welcome, 
New Members

Graham Davis
Deer Creek, Okla. 

Brandon Elliot 
Tulsa, Okla. 

Cole Wasemiller
Edmond, Okla.



GammaGamma
RhoverRhover

Gamma-Rho Zeta
c/o Don Sherman
P.O. Box 721891

Norman, OK 73070

Address Service Requested

Attention: This newsletter is intended for Lambda Chi Alpha alumni and parents. If your son is still attending the 
University of Oklahoma, he will receive a copy at the Chapter House. If he is no longer in school, 

please send us his permanent address to update our records. Thank you.

Save the Date
LCA Chapter House 

Grand Reopening
Saturday, October 26

TIME TBA
Kick-off time has not yet been announced. 

Please look at the new chapter website, 
www.oulambda.com, for the time or call 

(405) 527-3008 and listen to the recording.

Come tour our newly renovated Chapter 
House and reconnect with your LCA brothers!

RSVP to Don Sherman at 
dnsherman@mcclainbank.com or 
leave your name and number of 

individuals attending at (405) 527-3008.

New Chapter 
Website

Gamma-Rho Zeta has launched a new website. 
The site allows you to keep up-to-date on the 
capital campaign, make donations online, and 
see photos of the house renovations. The website 
also features recruitment information, a calendar 
with upcoming events, and ways for alumni to 
keep in touch. Visit the site today!

www.oulambda.com

Joining a fraternity is a tough decision for 
many young men, one that will stay with 

them for the rest of their lives. Ross Powell, 
GR 2216, thought the decision was made for 
him when he entered recruitment in 2006 at the 
University of Oklahoma because he was a two-
time Sigma Phi Epsilon legacy. Surprising both 
himself and his family, Ross joined Lambda Chi 
Alpha. “I didn’t really have an open mind about 
other fraternities. It wasn’t until I went through 
formal recruitment that I realized Lambda Chi 
was where I needed to be,” he said. “I felt like 
being a LCA was an accomplishment and an 
honor. I chose to be a part of something bigger 
than myself. It was an easy decision.”

Ross works as the marketing director for 
Kirkpatrick Oil Company and is responsible 
for developing, planning, and executing the 
marketing plan. He believes his time in the 
Gamma-Rho Zeta Chapter helped him develop 
communication skills that are essential to his 
work now. “You’d be surprised how much you 

learn when you live with more than 60 men. 
I feel like that experience taught me how to 
deal with anyone and any situation. I didn’t 
know how valuable that was until 
I experienced the same situations 
in the business world.” Ross is 
also incredibly thankful for his 
experience with Barry Feuerborn, 
GR 1349, who mentored him as a 
professional and helped him obtain 
his job after graduation.

Spending all day, every day with his 
brothers and the fraternity formed 
Ross into the person he is today. 
“When you’re around so many all-American guys 
on a regular basis, it makes you want to be the 
best person you can be.” So when he heard about 
the Building on Our Tradition of Excellence 
campaign, Ross knew he had to participate. “I 
met my best friends at 904 College, friendships 
and bonds that some people never find. This is 
irreplaceable and I couldn’t be more thankful.” 

He hopes that his contribution will benefit LCA 
in the competitive Greek system at OU. “The 
Lambda house has needed help for a long time, 

but we’ve always been able to hold 
our own. It’s exciting to think about 
how well we will do when the 
improved facility is combined with 
the guys in the house.”

Ross stays in touch with his Gamma-
Rho Zeta brothers on a regular basis, 
talking to at least 10 of them every 
day. He sends a big thank-you to 
Chad Kennard, GR 2236, for doing 
a great job of keeping their class 

together by organizing events and games. Their 
fantasy football league stays strong to this day.

Ross lives in Oklahoma City and spends his free 
time traveling, going to football games, working 
out, and doing whatever he can to get back 
together with the brothers. You can contact him 
at rpowell@kirkpatrickoil.com.

Breaking From Tradition
Ross Powell, GR 2216, Supports Lambda Chi Alpha


