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Winter is indeed wearing away here in Norman, Oklahoma.
The large snow storm of Christmas has melted so I can see

my garden and start planning for spring planting.  Spring brings
hope and renewal, and a lot of work.

Spring brings renewal and a lot of work to the campus, also. Soon
the drab winter landscape will be replaced with Molly Shi Boren’s
tulips, flowering dogwoods, and redbuds. Our actives, just back
from holiday ski vacations, are already planning for the beaches of
spring break. Scandals practice begins almost concurrently with
classes, and of course there are the spring parties to plan. Amazing
that these young men are able to concentrate on studying as they do.

Spring is also a busy time for your Alumni Association. From
coordinating with the Mom’s and Dad’s clubs on the White Rose
Banquet to the ongoing planning of our premier alumni event, the

Loyd Harris Alumni Golf Tournament. Additionally, the planning
and hardwork associated with our premier alumni golf tournament
progresses. The tournament is scheduled for the weekend of April
30 this year. More information and registration details are
included in this issue of the Gamma Rhover.

We are working with the Mom’s Club on a remodel of our dining
room. At a recent meeting, one of our new moms opined that the
paneling is the same as when she, a KKG, practiced Scandals there
in 1980. The board had to inform her that it pre-dates that by some
time. Thanks to the Mom’s Club for taking this project on! And
thanks to the many alumni who regularly contribute to our Alumni
Association to support projects like the newsletter, golf tournament,
et al. We appreciate and could not function without your support. 

I wish a joyous spring to you all and hope you enjoy
this issue.

Bob Canfield, GR 876
Gamma Rhover Editor
bcanfield76@aol.com 

“…And winter slumbering in the open air, 

wears on his smiling face a dream of spring.”

-Coleridge

S.P. Holding Company and Alumni Association

The annual meeting of the Gamma-Rho Alumni Association and the
S.P. Holding Company, both non-profit Oklahoma corporations, will

be held on Sunday, May 2, 2010, at 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m., respectively.
These meetings will be held at 904 College in Norman, Oklahoma, for the
following purposes:

1. To elect officers and directors to serve for the ensuing year until the next
annual meeting of members.
2. To act upon other matters as may properly be heard before the meeting.

These meetings are being held as specified in the bylaws of the corpora-

tions. For more information call Bob Canfield, GR 876 at (405) 364-2931.

Spring Brings Flurry of Activities and Events
• Alumni Association Plans Banquet and Golf Tournament
• Mom’s Club Takes on Dining Room Remodel

Notice of Annual Meetings 

Our Facebook group has been launched! Please log into

www.facebook.com and search “Lambda Chi Alpha

Alumni—Gamma-Rho Zeta.”

We are also in the process of

updating our e-mail address

list. Please help us out and

send your current e-mail

address to Rennie Cook, GR
1547 at rennie@ou.edu.

su n i v e r s i t y  o f  o k L A h o m A s

A  L A m b dA  C h i  A L p h A  A L u m n i  p u b L i C At i o n

Gamma-Rho E-Communications

LCA
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A Flagship Year Shapes Up
Undergraduates Set Ambitious Goals for 2010

President’s Trophy

The 2009-10 school year is shaping up to
be a flagship year for Gamma-Rho Zeta

of Lambda Chi Alpha as we begin our
defense of the President’s Trophy for the out-
standing fraternity on campus. We signed 74
new associates, increasing our associate class
by more than 20, which is larger than other
fraternity pledge classes, and even some
sorority pledge classes. We did not just sign
for numbers though. This year’s class is full
of National Merit scholars, all-state athletes,
and members of PLC. With several of these
freshmen already serving as Zeta officers, we
are sure that this class will raise the bar here
at Lambda Chi and across the University of
Oklahoma’s Greek system.

Academics
Last semester was an incredible one for
Lambda Chi academically. With overall
G.P.A.’s increasing across campus, grades are
becoming more competitive every semester.
This fall, our members dominated, earning a
3.294 combined G.P.A. and ranked first in
member grades. Our new members finished
in third place with a 3.038 combined G.P.A.
This placed Lambda Chi in an overall rank of
third place among fraternities. Our 3.2 over-

Irecently had the opportunity at Chapter to present the James C.
Benson Award to Aric Yarberry, GR 2266. Jim’s widow, Trisha

Bunce, and their daughter, Gabe, assisted with the presentation along
with brothers Craig Parrish, GR 1541, and Todd Kahoe, GR 1619. It
was an honor to stand with Trisha and Gabe to recognize the great
man Jim was to so many people. It was an honor to stand with Todd
and Craig to share with the undergraduates how Jim taught many of
us what it means to be a Lambda Chi and to “always represent what
we represent.” What a wonderful celebration of an exceptional young
brother like Aric Yarberry in a room full of outstanding undergradu-
ate brothers. I wish all of you could have been there.

The newly established Alumni Association was created with two main
goals. First, that through our communications and celebrations we
would allow our alumni to reconnect with their brothers and remem-
ber their days at 904 College. Second, that we would create opportu-
nities for you to contribute to our undergraduate brothers and the
Chapter that gave you so much. Your financial support has helped
fund scholarship programs along with alumni and Chapter initiatives.
I hope you make a gift again this time. 

Our undergraduates are also looking to alumni for mentorship in their

careers as they seek internships and enter the job market. They need
alumni brothers to hang out and swap stories on game day. They know
that Lambda Chi at OU is much bigger than themselves. These under-
graduates want you to come back and tell them your piece of the
Gamma-Rho story, just as we shared Jim’s story.

In Z.A.X., 
Rennie R. Cook, GR 1547
President, Gamma-Rho Alumni Association
(405) 823-2178, rennie@ou.edu

all G.P.A. is the highest, or close to the high-
est, that Gamma-Rho has ever achieved.
Individual statistics were also incredible. We
had 25 4.0’s this semester, with 14 earned by
members and 11 by our associate class. 

Intramurals
Through the last few decades, Lambda Chi has
become accustomed to winning the intramural
championship nearly every year. This year is
no different—we are poised to win the trophy
again. This semester we have our most domi-
nant sports coming up, basketball and soccer.
Our guys are committed to keeping the intra-
mural championship trophy at 904 College.

University Sing
This year Lambda Chi did very well in
University Sing. Paired with Delta Gamma,
our act “The Flash” worked as a part of the
overall superhero theme. Lambda Chi made
sure to grab some hardware at the awards cer-
emony. We finished third overall and our new
High Beta and Low Rho of the fall 2009 asso-

ciate member class, Michael Williams, GR
2348, won Best Supporting Male Lead. Next
year, Lambda Chi will be paired with the
women of Kappa Kappa Gamma and look to
exceed this year’s third-place finish. 

Initiation
In January we completed the initiation of the
fall 2009 associate member class. We initiated
55 associates, making it one of the largest
classes in Lambda Chi’s history. It was a very
successful initiation and we thank all of the
alumni and alumni advisors that attended to
help us perform the initiation. Special thanks

go to Chapter Adviser Rodger Lalli, GR
1849, Rennie Cook, GR 1547, Kevin Estep,
GR 1806, Zach Osko, GR 1941, Adam
Clinton, GR 1582, and Craig Parish, GR
1541 for their help with the event.

It is an exciting time here at 904 College—a
time of growth and expansion, of rising
expectations, and continuing success across
all aspects of Greek life. On behalf of the
Chapter, I invite you to join us in this exciting
time here at Lambda Chi. Our house remains
your house and we appreciate your support in
our endeavors as we develop men who excel
in academics, athletics, campus involvement,
community service, and as gentlemen. We
hope you will join us here at Lambda Chi
Alpha for all the excitement and success that
our future holds. 

In Z.A.X., 

Michael Nash, GR 2253
High Alpha
(580) 716-3684
Michael.T.Nash-1@ou.edu

Alumni Encouraged to Make
Connections with Undergraduates

Rennie Cook, Craig Parrish, Trisha Bunce, Gabe Benson, 
Jim Benson Scholarship winner Aric Yarberry, and Todd Kahoe.



gAmmA-rho ZetA

Recruitment is the lifeblood of any chapter. Lambda
Chi Alpha at the University of Oklahoma has been a

top fraternity on campus and a top chapter in our national
Fraternity. This is due to the quality of men we recruit
and is evidenced in the great accomplishments Gamma-
Rho achieves. This year’s recruitment has gotten off to a
fast start and I believe we are in for another great year.

Fraternity recruitment is becoming more and more com-
petitive. Our main competitors on campus have increased
summer recruitment budgets, such that they now out-
spend us three to one in some cases. However, it is not
about the amount of money, but how it is spent. For us to
remain successful we need alumni recommendations for
prospective members so that we can quickly focus on
qualified individuals.

This summer we have recruitment events planned in
cities such as Dallas, Norman, and Tulsa. In order to
make summer recruitment successful, we need your help
and support. We appreciate any type of donation whether
it is money, food, use of a lake house, etc. If you would

like to be updated on when events will be hosted in your
area, please e-mail me at adamjsmith@ou.edu. We want
you to be a part of bringing in another great associate
class to Gamma-Rho.  

If you have a recommendation for a prospective mem-
ber, please take a few minutes to send in his contact
information. If you would like to assist Lambda Chi in
remaining the best chapter at OU, please consider a
donation to help with our summer recruitment budget.
Gifts can be made out to Lambda Chi Alpha Rush and
mailed to:

Bill Stone 
c/o Stone and Koskie CPAs
220 N. Peters
Norman, OK 73069

In Z.A.X.,
Adam Smith, GR 2341
High Delta, Recruitment Chairman
(405) 808-0621, adamjsmith@ou.edu

SUMMER RECRUITMENT MAKES STRIDES

Undergraduates Plan for Growth
CHAPTER 
OFFICERS

High Alpha, 

President

Michael Nash, GR 2253
(580) 716-3684

Michael.T.Nash-1@ou.edu

High Beta, 

Internal V.P.

Michael Williams, GR 2348

High Theta, 

External V.P.

Courtlyn Shoate, GR 2260

High Gamma, 

Secretary

Robert Elliott, GR 2305

High Tau, 

Treasurer

Miles McDougal, GR 2324

High Iota, 

Risk Manager

Matt Shandy, GR 2350

High Kappa, 

Fraternity Educators

Jordan Brown, GR 2251
Will Campbell, GR 2352

High Delta, 

Recruitment Chairman

Adam Smith, GR 2341
(405) 808-0621

adamjsmith@ou.edu

High Phi, 

Ritualist

Aric Yarberry, GR 2266

High Sigma, 

Scholarship Chairman

Matt Nash, GR 2306

High Epsilon, 

Social Chairman

Adam Cargill, GR 2336

High Rho, 

Alumni Relations

Chris Ray, GR 2349
(918) 698-5151

chris.ray@ou.edu
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Anthony Alfonso, GR 2388
Zach Allman, GR 2389
Blake Armstrong, GR 2366
Alex Bowles, GR 2364
George Bradley, GR 2379
Rowan Burch, GR 2394
Ben Campbell, GR 2401
Will Campbell, GR 2352
Matt Childers, GR 2370
Auston Clanton, GR 2396
Jackson Dean, GR 2357
Jacob Dumas, GR 2354
Colby Dye, GR 2392

Drake Farmer, GR 2361
Ryan Fitzgerald, GR 2355
Ben Fransen, GR 2372
Nick Gill, GR 2358
Mitchell Haas, GR 2374
John Hardwick, GR 2381
John Haskett, GR 2368
Michael Hodges, GR 2367
Bro Hogue, GR 2391
Chris Housley, GR 2398
Logan Johnson, GR 2387
Trevor Jones, GR 2377
Riley Joseph, GR 2399

Ryan Kelm, GR 2378
Sam Kiehl, GR 2384
Robert Kleid, GR 2395
Matt Koch, GR 2375
David Kurtz, GR 2380
Nick Levi, GR 2373
Ryan Linner, GR 2365
John Little, GR 2351
Corbin Lothes, GR 2400
Brian Motsenbocker, GR 2359
Andrew Neill, GR 2353
Kyle O’Conner, GR 2369
Colin Parajon, GR 2363
Bryce Parham, GR 2402
Zach Pendry, GR 2390

Tyler Pettit, GR 2393
Zach Privett, GR 2376
Austin Pugliese, GR 2397
Chris Ray, GR 2349
Jack Renfroe, GR 2362
Joaquin Resasco, GR 2356
David Rexroat, GR 2371
Riley Senor, GR 2386
Matt Shandy, GR 2350
Carl Walkup, GR 2360
Michael Williams, GR 2348
JC Wright, GR 2382
Kaleb Yates, GR 2385
Alex Younes, GR 2383

Welcome, New Initiates

$400 WINTON SCHOLARSHIPS:

Hassan Essaili, GR 2252

Matthew Nash, GR 2306

Courtlyn Shoate, GR 2260

$400 MALONE SCHOLARSHIPS:

Christiaan Bester, GR 2255

Robert Elliott, GR 2305

Andrew Murphy, GR 2258

Kyle Prince, GR 2274

Brett Roggenkamp, GR 2261

$500 DON SHERMAN AWARD 

(OUTSTANDING ASSOCIATE):

Chris Ray, GR 2349

$1,000 JIM BENSON AWARD:

Aric Yarberry, GR 2266

We are proud to announce our fall scholarship winners:

For more information on making a

tax-deductible gift to support LCA

scholarship at OU, please contact

Rennie Cook, GR 1547 at (405) 823-

2178 or rennie@ou.edu.
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2010 Loyd Harris 

Alumni Golf Tournament

The annual Loyd Harris Golf Tournament has become
a tradition for many Gamma-Rho alumni and enjoys

overwhelming support. As the tournament has developed,
so have the reasons to be involved. A portion of the day
focuses on scholarship for our undergraduates by remem-
bering a brother we lost. 

Brother Jim Benson, GR 1464, lost his battle with can-
cer seven years ago. In memory of Jim’s love for
Gamma-Rho, his widow, Trisha Bunce, and several fra-
ternity brothers established the James C. Benson
Memorial Scholarship. This scholarship honors Jim’s
legacy by recognizing an outstanding junior or senior
member who “always represents what we represent.” The
recipient must be involved in the ritual, support the
Chapter, contribute to the brotherhood, and not be afraid
to sing with the band at Destination Unknown.

Last year, members of the golf committee and Jim’s asso-
ciate class joined together to raise money to endow the
scholarship with the OU Foundation. Their efforts cre-
ated a $20,000 endowment for the scholarship. This

year’s recipient of the $1,000 cash award, Aric

Yarberry, GR 2266, said, “It is just an honor and privi-
lege to be associated with a man who knew and lived the
ritual like Jim.”

2010 Loyd Harris Golf Tournament
Schedule of Events

Alumni Reception
(golfers and non-golfers welcome)

Friday, April 30 
7:00-9:30 p.m.
904 College

Loyd Harris Alumni Tournament
Saturday, May 1

Registration: 11:30 a.m. 
Shotgun start: 1:30 p.m.

Jimmie Austin OU Golf Course

An e-mail and letter registration form are forthcoming.
Many thanks to the golf committee for their hard work!

Southern hospitality was a welcome addition to his vocabulary

when Pat Shouldice, GR 371, moved from a small town in

Alberta, Canada, to Norman in 1952. Arriving after three days on

a Greyhound bus, Pat started his studies in petroleum engineering

and began the life that would bring a host of friendships and inter-

actions with that hospitality.

Pat’s first meeting with Lambda Chi Alpha came when he took a

job as kitchen manager to make ends meet. After getting to know

the men of the Fraternity, he was asked to pledge and become a

member himself.

“The Chapter House was my Oklahoma home, Ma Murray was

my Oklahoma mother, and the friends I made were my brothers.

Being initiated into Lambda Chi impacted my entire life. It was

there that I learned life skills, from living on a budget to building

solid relationships.”

Pat met his wife, Jane, at OU and after graduation the two

remained in the United States while Pat began his career in the oil

industry. As the two built their life together and Pat grew in his

career, a return to Canada occurred and the opportunity arose for

Pat to start his own company. In 1962 Pat created Nowsco Well

Service Ltd. The company grew substantially over the years and

ultimately did business in over 20 countries.

“The secret to success is 50 percent who you know, 25 percent

what you know, 10 percent hard work, and 15 percent blind luck.

I saw these things come together as I made my way through the

oil industry and the business world. The largest assets in my

career were the people I met, particularly those with a link to

Oklahoma or Lambda Chi. It seemed that no matter where in the

world I went, I could always make a connection because of one

of those.” Pat worked diligently to build his company and career,

constantly reminded of the importance of treating others with

hospitality and respect. 

Pat and Jane split their time between Arizona and Alberta and have

four children: Cindi, Terri, Patti, and Kelly, and 11 grandchildren.

E-mail: patricks3@cox.net

Southern Hospitality Guides Alumnus
Spotlight on Stanley “Pat” Shouldice, GR 371

“The Chapter House was my Oklahoma home,

Ma Murray was my Oklahoma mother, and the

friends I made were my brothers. Being initiated

into Lambda Chi impacted my entire life.”
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Pearl Level
($5,000 and up)

Gold Level
($1,500 to $4,999)

Brooks A. Ratzlaff, GR 1316
Erik T. Nickel, GR 1416
Timothy A. Heefner, GR 1467
Edward W. Eckart, GR 1503
John A. Hagle, GR 1601
Jason B. Willeford, GR 1720

Green Level
($500 to $1,499)
*Donald N. Sherman, GR 374

Virgil W. “Bill” Stone, GR 593
Jerry J. Ransom, GR 612

*Steven W. Hermen, GR 969
James P. Cates, GR 1127
Matthew W. Hamilton, GR 1168
Marty G. Cain, GR 1220
Gregory N. Tomlinson, GR 1226
Barry T. Feuerborn, GR 1349

*Dr. Kevin M. Hook, GR 1427
B. Paxton Gray, GR 1439
Coby C. Greenhaw, GR 1441

*Dr. C. Shane Hume, GR 1469
*Nathan A. Lockhart, GR 1518

Richard C. Parrish Jr., GR 1541
Rennie R. Cook, GR 1547
David J. Magstadt, GR 1612
John P. Treat, GR 1614
Matthew S. Porter, GR 1615
Dr. Mark D. Shirley, GR 1622
John M. Benson, GR 1630
Michael J. Owens, GR 1645

*Jay A. Eshelman, GR 1647
David G. Folmnsbee, GR 1715
Rodney N. Alles Jr., GR 1753

Purple Level
(Up to $499)

Tony Melman
George W. Ingrum, GR 167

*John M. Rowley, GR 193
*Jack B. Austerman, GR 212

Roy V. Bynum, GR 235
Eugene W. Chapman, GR 260

*Jimmie Lee Litton, GR 290
*George E. Orr, GR 295

Marvin A. McNatt, GR 297
*William L. Funk, GR 332

Willard E. Durkee, GR 337

Harry A. Wright, GR 345
*Byron J. Bailey, GR 351
*Joseph A. Cook, GR 356

Ronald G. Maples, GR 357
*Ronald C. Elkins, GR 393

John T. Van Loon, GR 410
Theo M. Seikel Jr., GR 430

*Okie M. Joy, GR 447
Thomas O. Bush, GR 451

*Finis Gillespie III, GR 457
Jerry D. Hagan, GR 459
Larry L. Bledsoe, GR 465
E. T. Laird, GR 468

*Peter K. Wert, GR 487
*Amb. James R. Jones, GR 490
*Ronald L. Sheffield, GR 515
*Jon E. Anderson, GR 521

Allen K. Harris Jr., GR 541
*Kalman Corvin, GR 549

Lee C. Young, GR 558
Jack P. Gatewood, GR 560
Thomas C. McKee, GR 563

*Tillman G. Merritt, GR 569
Harry J. Benson, GR 573

*John R. Reid, GR 574
Conrad J. Masterson Jr., GR 581

*William E. Pitts, GR 603
*Dean K. White, GR 619
*Fred R. Fleetwood, GR 621
*James R. Robinson, GR 626
*Charles W. Snider, GR 627

James R. Dodd, GR 636
*Robert C. Parrott, GR 646

Lt. Col. Dale A. Stevens, GR 667
Judge Noah H. Ewing, GR 683
David B. Gillogly, GR 681
Cody B. Waddell, GR 727
Jerry D. Kirksey, GR 728
Thomas C. Haynie, GR 730
Richard J. Porter, GR 733

*Jon P. Holland, GR 734
Douglas A. Lee, GR 749

*David P. Cole, GR 754
*Gary W. Farabough, GR 762
*Charles L. Tefertiller, GR 765

Robert S. Stewart, GR 816
*William G. Sell, GR 819
*Steven E. Gaede, GR 820

James O. Wood III, GR 864
Gerald H. Badgett Jr., GR 868
Steven A. Dowdy, GR 873
Scott H. Yarberry, GR 875

*Robert M. Canfield, GR 876

*Andrew R. Turner, GR 877
*Philip E. Lewis, GR 881

Stephen W. Graeber, GR 891
Gary T. Gagnon, GR 903
Martin G. Howerton, GR 933
David B. Galbraith, GR 942
Rick E. Romano, GR 947
Walter B. Malone II, GR 953
Montgomery W. Moore, GR 956

*Thomas L. Vogt, GR 964
Russell S. Gibbs, GR 968

*Greg A. Vlahos, GR 972
John M. Coutret, GR 991
Dr. Jeffery F. Hermen, GR 992
Richard K. Mitchell, GR 994
Brian D. Adler, GR 1016
Jack W. Graves, GR 1020

*Gregory W. Raynor, GR 1022
*John M. Zeiders, GR 1039

Timothy S. Holt, GR 1173
*Philip M. de Bruyn, GR 1174
*David B. Raley, GR 1181

Timothy D. Rasnic, GR 1183
Philip A. Ramirez, GR 1192
Michael G. Brigance, GR 1195
Darren B. Derryberry, GR 1242

*Taylor T. Foreman, GR 1271
Bruce A. Morain, GR 1299

*Michael C. Brakefield, GR 1300
*Kevin C. Corrigan, GR 1301

Todd R. Neaves, GR 1350
Andrew K. Benson, GR 1366
Philip W. Redwine Jr., GR 1377
William D. Staedke, GR 1402

*Jerry D. Hopkins, GR 1448
Thad C. Farmer, GR 1458
Timothy D. Clay, GR 1466
James M. Waites, GR 1471
Marcus K. Meadows, GR 1494
Jon T. Hayes, GR 1497
C. Michael Bitsche, GR 1499
Brendan M. Costello, GR 1500
Dr. Sean M. Costello, GR 1501
Jeffrey S. Morton, GR 1508
Kirk E. Johnson, GR 1509
J. C. Norvell, GR 1531

*Dr. John R. Barnes, GR 1535
*Kevin B. Ambrose, GR 1540

Drew P. Leakey, GR 1545
*Darren G. Glanz, GR 1549
*Kenneth E. Wagner, GS 1555

Dr. C. Tate Woodward, GR 1562
Robert W. Semler, GR 1548

Patrick S. Byerly, GR 1553
Ross N. McElroy, GR 1560
Mark J. Revels, GR 1563
Ryan M. Smith, GR 1575
Roland P. Schafer, GR 1596
J. R. Conrad, GR 1603

*Aaron B. Kelcy, GR 1608
Jeffrey S. Moen, GR 1611
Andrew M. Gunn, GR 1617
Mark A. Hackney, GR 1618
Todd A. Kahoe, GR 1619
Aaron M. Shockey, GR 1620
Brad A. McCollum, GR 1621
Steven F. Clynch, GR 1628
Blaine A. Coffman, GR 1638
C. Bradley Goddard, GR 1641
James C. Buchan, GR 1658
Dr. Stephen D. Confer, GR 1665
Dikran A. Tourian, GR 1669
Cale M. Coulter, GR 1675
Daniel P. Kubitza IV, GR 1678
Ben Woodward, GR 1683
Jeremy T. Clark, GR 1686
Scott C. Weatherholt, GR 1700
Charles D. Richardson, GR 1722
Michael R. Hunter, GR 1743
Kendall W. King, GR 1744

*Michael J. R. Yaffe, GR 1745
Bart C. Brewer, GR 1746
Joseph S. Stauffer, GR 1757
Jacob R. Haxel, GR 1762
Michael W. Kimbrel, GR 1776
Jeff T. Roberts, GR 1781
James C. Bratton, GR 1800
Austin T. Pollard, GR 1828
Eric A. Moen, GR 1860

*Lucas C. Richardson, GR 1870
Benjamin T. Gibbs, GR 1873

*Daniel J. Broadfoot, GR 1885
*Zach S. Punnett, GR 1895

T. Jacob Tullius, GR 1905
*Michael S. McCoy, GR 1966

Blake T. Rambo, GR 1971
Brandon R. Dewan, GR 1980
Paul K. Travis, GR 2008
Adam M. Doty, GR 2064

*Daniel Hart, GR 2213

* Donor to the fall 2009 appeal

Thank you to all alumni who have contributed to the Gamma-Rho
Loyalty Fund. The fund supports the publication of newsletters, con-

tributes to summer recruitment expenses to keep our Chapter competitive
on the OU campus, builds up our scholarship funds as needed, and sup-
ports other necessary areas of our Chapter and Chapter House.

The donors below have contributed to the Loyalty Fund and are listed in
their cumulative giving level. We have updated the list to reflect previous
sponsors and donations to our annual Loyd Harris Golf Tournament. We
recognize the importance of this event in fostering alumni involvement in
our Chapter.

GAmmA-RhO LOYALTY FUnd

COnTRIBUTIOnS

Thank You, Alumni

Thank you again for your generous support of Gamma-Rho Zeta. It is making a difference!
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Address service requested

Attention: This newsletter is intended for Lambda Chi Alpha alumni and parents. If your son is still
attending the University of Oklahoma, he will receive a copy at the Chapter House. If he is no longer

in school, please send us his permanent address to update our records. Thank you.

Ihear many alumni and actives refer to the years of
World War II as the time when the house was closed,

as were all the fraternity houses on campus. This is not
the case. Some time before the onset of the war,
Gamma-Rho Zeta shut down and ceased to exist. How
the house reverted to the ownership of the University I
do not know. All I know is that when I came to OU and
went through rush in the fall of 1946, Gamma-Rho was
just reorganizing and had about 10 active members.

I had been enrolled at the University of Arkansas, but
at the last minute I made the decision to attend OU. I
contacted the University of Oklahoma and was told
that there was a forming chapter of Lambda Chi Alpha
on campus but they could not participate in recruit-
ment as they were not yet an approved organization. I
contacted G. B. Higgins, GR 190, who was the presi-
dent of the re-forming Chapter and after the start of
school I was invited to pledge.

In the fall of 1946 there was no Chapter House and no
hope of regaining possession of 904 College. By the
time I was initiated we had located several pieces of
property that might have made more or less adequate
chapter houses. They were all in terrible shape and
poorly located, but one of them seemed better than the
others. Of course we had no money to invest in prop-
erty and almost no alumni base to help us. The famous
“Duke” Flad came from headquarters, agreed that the
property might do, and agreed to help us find the nec-
essary funding.

We were just about ready to sign the contract to pur-
chase the inadequate property when I got an excited
call from Brother Higgins. The University had con-
tacted him to ask if Lambda Chi Alpha might be inter-
ested in purchasing its former house from the
University, which no longer had any use for it. The
answer was a resounding “yes.” In time for rush week
1947 we were in the house. The house had been used
as a women’s dorm and had not been maintained, but
with all of us pitching in, it was ready for occupancy
literally hours before the start of rush week.

I was in the first initiation class after we became a legal
entity on campus. I look back to those days of struggle
just to gain a foothold in campus society, and I marvel
at how far the Chapter has come from the days of its
rebirth. I am grateful to have been a part of that rebirth,
and I believe it is a story that needs to be told.

Yours in ZAX,
Rev. Canon Courtland M. Moore, GR 202, D.Min.

Save the Date

Loyd Harris Alumni Golf Tournament
Friday April 30–Saturday, May 1
Jimmie Austin OU Golf Course

Details inside or e-mail rcparrish@mac.com.

Alumni mailbag

The following is a sampling of alumni responses to
our recent update request.

Court Moore, GR 202 retired from the Episcopal

Diocese of Fort Worth but says he has been “recy-

cled.” He also fills in a missing piece of our

Chapter’s history (see article below).

John Vanderpool, GR 276 retired in 2003 and had

the opportunity to spend three weeks in Europe with

his wife, Ruth. While he had to wait until he turned

70 for his first grandchild, John keeps busy writing

his autobiography.

John Reid, GR 574 writes in to congratulate the

Chapter on their strong recruitment last summer. He

and his wife, Sarah, enjoy retirement in Illinois and

spend time with their eight grandchildren.

John Pickens, GR 692 retired in enemy territory

(Austin) and sends in his congratulations to the

Chapter for their great year.

Scott Roulett, GR 1156 and his wife, Kim, live in

McKinney, Texas, and have two teenage sons. Scott

hopes they will be future Gamma-Rho Lambda Chis.

Jason Skurcenski, GR 1324 lives in Colorado with

his wife, Natalie, and writes that he enjoys getting

the Gamma Rhover. OU basketball fans will remem-

ber Jason from the great Billy Tubbs-coached teams

of the 1980s. When the Sooners were destroying

their opponents, the student section would start

chanting SKI!....SKI!....SKI!, wanting Jason to

come in and signify the game was in the bag!

Jay Eshelman, GR 1647 writes that he enjoyed the

articles about the history of the house on its 80th

birthday. He suggests a contest about the top ten

myths regarding the house. 

Good idea, Jay! Keep your eyes open for this in

future Rhovers. – Ed.

In memoriam
We are sad to report notice from our alumni update

forms on the following brothers’ demise:

Ray Patton, GR 300
Jerry Benson, GR 620
Ramon Williams, GR 637

Our condolences to the friends and families of our

departed brothers. And many thanks to alumni who

wrote in with information on lost brothers. Your help

in keeping in contact with alumni from your classes is

an invaluable aid to keeping our database up to date.

LCA Reclaims 904 College from OU after WWII


